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which they returned home, leaving us alone in this
Unknown country, in the hands of providence.*®

Thus we left the Waters flowing to Quebeq, 4 or
500 Leagues from here, to float on Those that would
thenceforward Take us through strange lands. Be-
fore embarking thereon, we Began all together a
new devotion to the blessed Virgin Immaculate,
which we practiced daily, addressing to her special
prayers to place under her protection both our
persons and the success of our voyage; and, after
mutually encouraging one another, we entered our
Canoes.

The River on which we embarked is called Mes-
kousing. It is very wide; it has a sandy bottom,
which forms various shoals that render its navigation
very difficult. It is full of Islands Covered with
Vines. On the banks one sees fertile land, diversi-
fied with woods, prairies, and Hills. There are oak,
Walnut, and basswood trees; and another kind,
whose branches are armed with long thorns. We
saw there neither feathered game nor fish, but many
deer, and a large number of cattle. Our Route lay
to the southwest, and, after navigating about 30
leagues, we saw a spot presenting all the appear-
ances of an iron mine; and, in fact, one of our party
who had formerly seen such mines, assures us that
The One which We found is very good and very rich.
It is Covered with three feet of good soil, and is
quite near a chain of rocks, the base of which is cov-
ered by very fine trees. After proceeding 40 leagues
on This same route, we arrived at the mouth of our
River; and, at 42 and a half degrees Of latitude, We
safely entered Missisipi on The 17th of June, with a
Joy that I cannot Express.



